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Bay Area Priest Installed as First Ever Canon for Environmental Ministry in the Episcopal Church

San Francisco—At Grace Cathedral this evening the Diocese of California is installing a San Francisco Episcopal priest, widely recognized for her successful efforts to “green” faith communities across the country, as the first ever Canon for Environmental Ministry.  The Rev. Sally Bingham, founder and president of The Regeneration Project and its Interfaith Power and Light campaign, actively works to deepen the connection between ecology and faith, and to help congregations serve as examples for responsible stewardship of creation.   The Rt. Rev. Marc Andrus, Bishop of the Diocese of California, calls the installation a “recognition of [Bingham's] outstanding advocacy in the field of environmental ministry." 
 
Through Interfaith Power & Light (IPL), Rev. Bingham works to mobilize a religious response to global warming. Founded in 2000, Interfaith Power & Light now boasts chapters in 25 states across the country, with more than 4,000 congregations involved. IPL state programs work with congregations of all faiths to address global warming through the use of renewable energy, energy efficiency and conservation.  Recently, IPL launched an online nonprofit energy efficiency store, www.shopIPL.org, where congregations can buy energy efficient light bulbs, weatherization devices, programmable thermostats, and many other green products that significantly reduce energy and water consumption. 
 
The Rev. Bingham, who ministers at Grace Cathedral, has been recognized for her work over the years with several prestigious awards including a 2007 U.S. EPA Climate Protection Award for the unprecedented impact of the Interfaith Power and Light campaign, a 2007 Purpose Prize for outstanding social innovators over age 60 working to address critical social problems, and the 2002 Energy Globe award for working to create a sustainable energy future.
 
To learn more about The Regeneration Project and its Interfaith Power and Light campaign please visit www.theregenerationproject.org.




