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    Interfaith Power & Light

Fighting Goliath – Writing a letter to the editor (LTE)

The opinion page is one of the most highly read sections of a newspaper and a great way to get your message out. The “letter to the editor” section is part of most newspapers. Online news sources also generally have a “comments” section. Both of these places are good ways to get your message out. All of the letters to the editor are reviewed and only a few can be printed. Below are some tips to help you get your letter printed. 

1. Write clearly and concisely following the limitations usually given on the editorial page or letters-to-the-editor page. A concise, well-written letter is much more likely to get published. 

2. Be prompt – if you are commenting on an article you will have much better chance of getting published if you can send your letter in the within 24-48 hours. 

3. Be specific. If you're commenting on an article in the paper, mention the date and subject of the article. For example: "I disagree with Senator Smith’s position as stated in the 1/16/09 article “Coal plants are good for the economy”

4. Be local. Talk about things that matter to people where you live. For example, if you live an area where there is great potential for wind energy, then tell people about it. 

5. Be credible. Do your research and cite credible sources. But also speak from your own experience and from the heart. 

6. Use your spell check and then proofread.
7. Sign your name and include your phone number and address if required. Keep in mind that most newspapers verify by phone that you authored the letter.
SAMPLE LETTER TO THE EDITOR
The recent article, “A new coal plant in Jonesville”, left out some important details that every citizen of Jonesville should know to make an informed decision. Coal-fired power plants are the largest human-caused source of mercury pollution in the U.S. Current studies show that 1 in 6 babies born in the U.S. have harmful mercury levels in their blood. Coal power contributes 40% of our nation’s carbon dioxide emissions each year – and carbon dioxide is the main gas responsible for global warming. But there is good news too – we can work together and solve our need for clean and safe energy. Utilities that have invested in energy efficiency programs have shown that meeting demand for electricity through energy efficiency is substantially cheaper than generating electricity in power plants. Renewable forms of energy such as wind and solar are an increasingly wise long-term investment compared to old, polluting technologies. Additionally, they help diversify our energy mix. As a Christian, I believe we have a moral responsibility to be good stewards of God’s Creation and to consider how our decisions will affect future generations. 

